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“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and 
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”                      Acts 1:8 (NIV) 
 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

Matthew 28:19-20 (NIV) 
 

1On that day a great persecution broke out against the church in 
Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout 
Judea and Samaria. … 4 Those who had been scattered preached 
the word wherever they went. 5 Philip went down to a city in 
Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah there.       Acts 8:1, 4-5 (NIV) 
 

Now those who had been scattered by the persecution that broke 
out when Stephen was killed traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus 
and Antioch, spreading the word only among Jews. 20 Some of 
them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and 
began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about 
the Lord Jesus. 21 The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great 
number of people believed and turned to the Lord. 

Acts 11:19-21 (NIV) 

» Home Court Advantage (HCA) is real in basketball. 

» HCA does exist in churches today. 

» HCA does not exist in the Kingdom of God! 
 
So how do I avoid having a home court advantage? 

1. Admit I have a Home Court Advantage. 

Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it 
by their good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from 
wisdom. 14 But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in 
your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. 15 Such 
“wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is earthly, 
unspiritual, demonic.                                   James 3:13-15 (NIV) 

 
2. Examine my message.  
 

Then after fourteen years, I went up again to Jerusalem, this 
time with Barnabas. I took Titus along also. 2 I went in response 
to a revelation and, meeting privately with those esteemed as 
leaders, I presented to them the gospel that I preach among the 
Gentiles. I wanted to be sure I was not running and had not 
been running my race in vain.                    Galatians 2:1-2 (NIV) 
 
3. Live the LIFE. 

“Go, stand in the temple courts,” he said, “and tell the people all 
about this new life.”                                              Acts 5:20 (NIV) 

 

 Keep  it  SIMPLE. 
 

Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and 
greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on 
these two commandments.”                   Matthew 22:37-40 (NIV) 
 
4. Start Sharing Now! 

26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the 
road—the desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to 
Gaza.”… 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay 
near it.” 30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man 
reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what you are 
reading?” Philip asked.                             Acts 8:26, 29-30 (NIV) 
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